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THE EPISTLE

You are a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.
The Lord said to my lord: “Sit at my right hand”.

Section from the Catholic Epistle of Saint James.
(James 5:10-20)

Brethren, take as an example of suffering and patience the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Behold, we call
those happy who were steadfast. You have heard of the
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the
Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. But above
all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or
with any other oath, but let your yes be yes and your no be no,
that you may not fall under condemnation. Is any one among
you suffering? Let him pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing
praise. Is any among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith will save the sick man,
and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed sins, he
will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer
of a righteous man has great power in its effects. Elijah was a
man of like nature with ourselves and he prayed fervently that it
might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain
on the earth. Then he prayed again and the heaven gave rain,
and the earth brought forth its fruit. My brethren, if any one
among you wanders from the truth and some one brings him
back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from the
error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a
multitude of sins.
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THE GOSPEL

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint
Matthew. (Matthew 8:28-34; 9:1)

At that time, when Jesus came to the country of the
Gergesenes, two demoniacs met him, coming out of the tombs,
so fierce that no one could pass that way. And behold, they
cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have
you come here to torment us before the time?” Now a herd of
many swine was feeding at some distance from them. And the
demons begged him, “If you cast us out, send us away into the
herd of swine.” And he said to them, “Go.” So they came out
and went into the swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed
down the steep bank into the sea, and perished in the waters.
The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything,
and what had happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all the
city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw him, they
begged him to leave their neighborhood. And getting into a boat
he crossed over and came to his own city.
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MEMORY ETERNAL - ELIAS HADJ

“After the powerful wind, the shattering of rocks, the
earthquakes, the fires, there will be a sound of a gentle breeze,
and the Lord will be there” (3 Kingdoms 19:11-12). The ‘gentle-
breeze’ is where the Prophet Elijah heard the Lord on the
mountain; it is this breeze that St Paul in Ephesians regards as
the Holy Spirit indwelling in ones heart. On this day we
commemorate the great Prophet Elijah who met the Lord, and
also we remember and pray for our departed brother Elias
Hadj. To know Abu-Nassif, is to recognise the ‘gentle-breeze’
that dwelt within him. Elias was of small stature, yet powerfully
present, reminiscent of a true Christian way of life. His voice

gentle, yet dynamic on impact, his greeting mild, yet open
hearted.
Like the great Prophet, faith is what guided and guarded Elias.
As the Zealot prayed with faith to heal a child and prayed for
the Lord to send down fire on his offering, with the same faith
did Elias pray! A Sunday he would not miss as long as he was
able and even when his sight was weakening he was still able
to glorify God, for the words had been sealed in his heart.
“By their fruits you will know them” (Matt 7:16) says the Lord,
like Elijah bore Elisha, as did Elias bear his children that they
may follow him. In ‘the fear of God, in faith and love’ did he
raise his family so that the ‘gentle-breeze’ that dwelt within him
may flow through them that follow him.
As the great Lebanese philosopher, Khalil Gibran states, “in
remembrance there is no death”, these words remain true in
the Orthodox Faith. The living and the dead as we pray in the
Nicene Creed, is not of physical or biological status but those
who are spiritually alive or spiritually dead. Eternal life as
according to Scripture is kept for those who are united together
through Christ. So as partakers of the Eucharist we are sharers
of this eternal life and united with those before us and those
after us. We remember the great Prophet Elijah and the one
who bears his name Elias Hadj not for their weaknesses but for
the images of Christ they have within them and so that we may
become like them, true Christians.
May the Prophet intercede for us and may the memory of Elias
remain eternal.

Deacon Jean Mawal
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CHURCH NEWS

FALLING-ASLEEP OF OUR DEPARTED BROTHER
ELIAS HADJ, MEMBER OF ST GEORGE'’S CHOIR

The funeral of our beloved brother Elias who departed from
among us last Sunday the 13" of July was held on
Thursday July 17", Residing was Metropolitan Paul Saliba
and the clergy of Victoria. Below is an extract from the
eulogy given by his son Nassif Had.

The late Elias was born on the 20" of July 1922 in Kafar-
Saroun El-Koura, North Lebanon. He was from a family of
five. He met and married his late wife Avadokia in 1942.
During and after the war, Lebanon experienced economic
hardship which led to a wave of migration. Elias chose to
come to Australia after he was sponsored by his late sister
Nazarine, and arrived in this country in 1956. He worked in
various jobs to support his family, and three years later they
came to Australia to join him in 1959.

His life in Australia was that of a simple, yet dignified, proud,
honest and a decent hard working person dedicated to
family and church. His service to the church was
extraordinarily continuous and unrivaled.

He began serving the church at the age of 21. He sought
tuitions in Byzantine music in Tripoli Lebanon and practiced
it in the village churches. Upon arrival in Australia he
actively participated in the choir of St Nicholas in East
Melbourne never missing a Sunday service. He later served
in this church, St Georges, as a dedicated member of the
choir for almost 35 years; always accompanied by his wife
and in tune with Father George’s arrival to the church, again
never missing a Sunday service. He was particularly
remembered for his powerful clear voice especially for the
reading in Arabic of the Easter Sermon of St John
Chrysostom. May his memory be eternal.
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